Using a saphenous vein branch for a patch.
The majority of vascular surgeons find that the autologous saphenous vein is the conduit of choice for femoropopliteal and femorotibial bypasses. The branches of the saphenous vein are eventually ligated but can serve several useful purposes, such as completing an angiogram, passing a valvulotome, or widening the anastomosis. Another use for the branches consists of using the branch as a patch when the vein needs to be reopened, i.e., for thrombectomy, during the postoperative period. This is done by making a venotomy adjacent to a branch. The surgical technique, as practiced by us, is described and illustrated by a schematic diagram.